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Neat Things You can 
do with a Flash Drive 

By Vinny La Bash,                                
vlabash@comcast.net,      
Member and Regular           
Columnist, Sarasota Personal 
Computer Users Group, Inc., 
Florida 

www.spcug.org 

By now you’re probably tired of reading 

about how much better Windows 7 is than 

Vista. me too, so let’s spend some time 

examining some of the things you can do 

with a flash drive other than mere data 

storage. A USB flash drive 

consists of a flash memory 

data storage device integrated 

with a USB (Universal Serial 

Bus) interface. USB flash 

drives are easily removable, 

and much smaller than a 

floppy disk. They are rewri-

table, and usually weigh less 

than an ounce. There is a 

wide range of storage capaci-

ties with the most common 

being from 2 GB to 32 GB. Higher capaci-

ties up to 256 GB tend to be pricey.  

One of the most useful things you can do 

with a flash drive is to run portable appli-

cations. Open Office, for example, is a free 

suite of programs that includes a word 

processor, spreadsheet, data manager, 

presentation tool, and drawing package. 

You can store the suite as a portable ap-

plication, and run it on any computer that 

supports Windows. Firefox and Thunder-

bird are also available as mobile applica-

tions.  

Having office applications, email, and an 

internet browser all pooled in a portable 

drive you can carry on a key chain is a 

powerful combination. If you want more 

go to www.portableapps.com for an open 

source platform that works with iPods 

and portable hard drives in addition to 

flash drives. The platform is not only free, 

but it’s a full function site. You are not 

limited to a trial period or a limited func-

tion subset. There is no sign in require-

ment, and no necessity to 

provide even an email ad-

dress. Go for it. 

 Everyone wants a faster 

system. With either Win-

dows Vista or Windows 7, 

the built-in ReadyBoost fea-

ture can speed up your com-

puter with a USB flash 

drive. ReadyBoost takes the 

storage space on a USB flash 

drive and converts it into an 

additional memory cache that supple-

ments the main memory cache on your 

primary disk drive. It can do this because 

flash memory is faster than regular disk 

drives.  It’s faster because it has no mov-

ing parts, and you can get a noticeable 

improvement in response time. Imple-

menting ReadyBoost is simplicity itself.  

          (See Flash—page 4) 
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Board of Directors and Volunteer Staff 

 

Donate Your Old 
Computer 

Help Promote Computer         
Literacy and Education in 

Walton County 

Pentium  III, and better  com-
puters, monitors, and printers 

in working condition are         
accepted 

Receipt issued upon request 
for tax credit 

Chautauqua Cyber Club, Inc.—      
501(c)3 

To make a donation call  

    J. B. Hillard    520-4142  or   
419-4980 

CCC Listserv:  email to 
waltonccc@freelists.org 

Free computer help by using the club listserv. Post a problem by email and obtain an an-
swer (most of the time).   

The listserv is a service provided to members of the Chautauqua Cyber Club and invited 
guests. It is used for problems solving, posting club news and special bulletins, and to 
maintain a user friendly communication network. 

Downloading YouTube Videos  
 

Wal Towells wrote to ask if there is a free program for downloading 

YouTube videos.  

 

Yes. Charles Monica called to tell me about just such a program. It 

can be found at http://youtubedownload.altervista.org. I found the 

program easy to use, and it offers various options as to what video 

format you would like a download saved in. I am very pleased with 

the MP4s it created for me.  

 

If the downloaded files don't play on your default media player, they can be played on the VLC Media 

Player, which can be freely downloaded from http://vlc.idownload.org.  

 

Reprinted with permission of Don Edrington, www.pcdon.com    
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The Board of Directors 
has been racking their 
brains looking for new 
ways to educate and en-
tertain at our monthly 
meetings. After hearing 
from some of our mem-
bers we have learned 

there is still a need for basic computing in-
structions. This is not unusual within the 
peer group of seniors. So, at the 9 o’clock ses-
sion on meeting the monthly meeting day we 
will include a bit on the basics.  
 
For the March meeting we will work with set-
ting up groups for emailing to multiple ad-
dresses, and setting up rules that direct in-
coming email to a specific designated folder.  
With all the various email systems around 
these days there will not be time to deal with 
other than Outlook and  Outlook Express. 
However, there may be a member who can 
work one-on-one with someone who needs 
special help. A good alternative might be the 
Life Enrichment Senior Center where they 
have a new basic computing group.  
 
Spring is just around the corner. In April we 
will probably have our annual cookout at 
Lake Stanley Park. This always gets my old 
bones limbered up and ready for warm 
weather.  The Snappers Digital Photo Group 
at the senior center will be gearing up for a 
field trip when nature opens up the buds of 
spring.  Spring is a good time to be alive and 
enjoy life. 

            

 Pot Luck       

J.  B. Hillard  - President 

Monthly Meeting—Program 

Feb 18, 2010 

Basic/Tech Talk SIG           

9AM Room 201 

Bring your questions to Tech Talk 

 “People helping People” 

Regular Meeting 

10:00 AM Room 214 

• Door Prize - 1 yr. Smart Computing Mag 

• Business of the members 

• Program - New Training Websites 

• Roundtable—General computer talk & info 

in the March 3rd issue of the Herald/Beach 
Breeze. This will become a source for com-
puter news and information primarily fo-
cused on seniors. Pick up a copy and enjoy. 

The Northwest Florida Association of Com-
puter User Groups  (www.nwfacug.org)  has 
joined the Association of  Personal Computer 
Users (www.apcug.org).  We are a member of 
both organizations.  

It was good to see some of our old members 
return and rejoin at the February meeting. 
Hope all of you will come out March 18 and 
enjoy the fellowship and opportunity to learn 
more about computing. It’s a fascinating 
hobby as well as a source for learning. 

 

  Happy Computing,    J. B.  
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Insert the USB flash drive into the USB slot 
on your computer and follow the configura-
tion prompts.  

If you work or live in an environment where 
other folks have physical access to your com-
puter you can use your flash drive to lock eve-
ryone else out of your PC. There is no built-in 
utility like ReadyBoost for this, but you can 
download a free tool called Predator from 
www.brothersoft.com that provides this func-
tion. Predator uses a standard USB flash 
drive as an access control device. After per-
forming a short installation and configuration 
process, your flash disk becomes a key that 
will lock and unlock your PC. When you leave 
your PC remove the USB flash drive. This 
causes the screen to go blank while disabling 
the mouse and keyboard. When you ready to 
resume, put the flash drive back, and every-
thing returns to normal. Move over, Mr. 
Bond, Predator is here.  

All the preceding capabilities are very con-
venient, but how would you like to carry 
around a portable operating system? If you 
are willing to expend a little time and energy 
you can configure a USB flash drive to be a 
bootable Windows 7 drive. You will need a 
flash drive with a capacity of al least 8 giga-
bytes, and of course a Windows 7 installation 
disk. Start out by inserting your flash drive 
into its USB socket and inserting the Win-
dows 7 installation disk in the optical drive. 
Please make a note of the drive letters. This 
is essential for successful installation.  

Preparing the flash drive is the next step. 
Click on the Start orb and type: Diskpart 

Pressing Enter opens a command window. 
(After typing a command at the command 
prompt always press Enter to execute the 
command.) At the prompt type: List Disk 

You will see a list of all your hard drives, par-
titions, optical drives, card reader drives, and 
flash drives. Identify the optical drive that 
contains the Windows 7 installation disk and 
the flash drive you’re working with. For this 
example we’ll assume the flash drive is disk 
#4, also designated as G and the optical drive 
is disk #2, also designated as D. 

At the command prompt type: Select Disk 4 

Run the following commands: 

Clean , Create, Primary. 

Partition Select Partition 1  

Active Format FS=FAT32  

Assign  

Exit 

This series of commands erased extraneous 
material from the flash drive, created an ac-
tive primary partition, and formatted it with 
the FAT32 file system. The next step is to 
copy the Windows 7 installation files to the 
flash drive.  

At the command prompt type: Xcopy D:*.* /S/
E/F G 

In this example D is the drive housing the 
Windows 7 installation disk and G is the 
USB flash drive. The command copies the in-
stallation files to the flash drive, and when it 
finishes you have a bootable Windows 7 flash 
drive. The last thing you need to do to make 
this work is go into the BIOS and make the 
first bootable device the flash drive.  

Carrying a flash drive around is obviously far 
more convenient than carrying a DVD, and 
has the additional advantage of being faster 
than a DVD. This procedure also works for 
Windows Vista, but why bother when Win-
dows 7 is here? 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the au-
thor’s permission for publication by APCUG member 
groups  

(Flash - from page 1) 
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By Patrick Libert, Editor, Danbury 
Computer Society, CT 
www.dacs.org 
 
Computers and Healthcare 
We have all probably had it “up to here” with 
the health care debate. Medicine is in the 
twenty-first century; medical record keeping 
in the nineteenth!  
 
Pet peeve? When I visit my physician’s office, 
a new computer monitor adorns the exam 
room. Is it used to access my medical history 
during my visit? Not in the least! It’s much 
easier to leaf through a copious file folder, 
unable to find (once again) whether or not I 
had a recommended exam the previous year. 
Time wasted: several minutes which could 
have been better utilized to discuss current 
health topics. 
 
In my opinion, the only in way in which we 
are going to accelerate this modernizing 
process is to use the populist approach. Tell 
your doctor(s), your hospital, your medical 
insurance company that you demand an im-
mediate improvement. You will be pleas-
antly surprised at the power of a letter or of 
an email. I do it all the time; so can you! 
 
Social Networking 
That relatively new phrase now permeates 
our daily conversations and actions. The 
press sometimes depicts this new web-based 
activity as a waste of time, a fad which will 
eventually disappear. On the contrary, this 
is a technological evolution which can help 
everyone. 
 
Whoa! Hold on for a minute. Let’s not just 
think of this as an online dating service, or 
an activity reserved for teens. On the con-
trary, social networking is a remarkable way 

to communicate with existing and long-lost 
friends and family with little delay. 
 
In my case, having several siblings and 
friends in Europe, we are now able to rapidly 
exchange comments, photo albums and vari-
ous files thanks to social networking sites 
such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. I 
would even include Skype as a form of social 
network because we can speak to and see 
each other and bring our family communica-
tions to a degree never before possible with-
out crossing the Atlantic. 
 
Were I not retired, I surely would be actively 
participating on LinkedIn to broaden my 
professional knowledge and network. 
 
New and Notable 
Readability!  
http://lab.arc90.com/experiments/

readability/ 
How cool is this! How many times have you 
opened the link to a web page and seen a 
gobbledygook of mixed messages and ads 
surrounding the article you really want to 
read? 
 
Install this free bookmarklet in your 
browser’s bookmark bar, click on the book-
mark after you have chosen the page you 
want to see. Abracadabra! All the clutter on 
the page is removed. 
 
Many of you may already be aware of this 
site http://www.komando.com/. Kim Ko-
mando  has a syndicated nationwide radio 
show and columnist. Her site has a multi-
tude of useable information for all computer 
users, PC or Mac. I have bookmarked many 
links found on her web site.  
 

Snowtape (http://snowtape.com/) 
I have been experimenting with the free ver-
sion of Snowtape.  
   (See Bots—page 6) 

Editorial Bits 
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This software allows me to listen to a radio 
stream and record at my choosing any por-
tion of the broadcast. It then transfers auto-
matically to my iTunes music gallery for fu-
ture listening. There are other similar appli-
cations but, so far, this is my favorite. 
 
Browser Speed  
Being primarily a Mac nut, my principal 
browser is Safari. I also use Firefox and Op-
era 10.10 regularly. Less frequently, I have 
used Flock and, very recently, Chrome now 
that I have an Intel mac. 
 
I like Firefox but find it to be at times a little 
slow compared to Safari 4. There appears to 
be a lot more going on in the background 
with Firefox which may explain the speed 
differential. 
 
Chrome is mean and lean. It is very fast on 
my Mac and as it adds more functions and 
extensions, I may use it more often, ever 
mindful that as a Google product, it probably 
is the equivalent of having a spy cam watch-
ing all my actions. 
 
Opera continues to amaze me with its multi-
ple capabilities allowing the browser to serve 
as your email program, your RSS reader and 
many other functions integrated in the 
browser. The latest release is version 10.10 
but there is much more coming from the de-
velopers. I have been a beta tester for Opera 
since mid-2003 and I can tell you that this is 
an exciting venture. The speed of the latest 
version matches that of Chrome but in a 
much more complex offering. Stay tuned. 
 
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the au-
thor’s permission for publication by APCUG member 
groups; all other uses require the permission of the author 
(see e-mail address above). 

Would you like to listen to the radio for free from 

your computer? Well then you have to check out 

Radio Tuna! 

 

There is no registration required you can start lis-

tening instantly. Just click the genre of music you’d 

like to listen to and a list of stations playing that 

genre will appear for you to select from. Click the 

station you want to listen to and just like that 

you’ll be jamming to your favorite tunes. 

 

While registration isn’t required, you can register 

for free and then you can bookmark your favorite 

stations so that they are easy to find later on. Reg-

istration is easy, just click the Register link at the 

top of the page, and then fill out the form with a 

username, e-mail address, password and security 

question and answer. Once you’ve done that click 

the register button – then check the e-mail address 

you provided for the confirmation letter. The confir-

mation link will automatically log you in. 

 

Some awesome radio features are included on this 

site! You can check out what a station has been 

playing before you tuned in, what the top artists 

are on the station, and even the balance of genres 

on the station. 

 

To bookmark a station, click the bookmark link in 

the Current Station area of the page. 

 

What I love most about this site is that they cover 

so many different genres of music that you’re sure to 
find something that you want to listen to at any time! You 
can change stations with your mood. This site is a 
keeper, bookmark it today! 
Reprint with permission from www.worldstart.com 

Bits—from page 5 

Digital Photo Group 
“Snappers” 

Meets 1st and 3rd              
Friday - 1PM 

Life Enrichment Senior Center             
312 College Ave.,   De  Funiak Springs, FL. 

Radio Tuna  
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Club Shirt 
Size, S, M, L, XL, 2X 

$15.00                                             

50% cotton 50% polyester 

Stain resistant 

 

 

 

 

A Career in Computing 
 

Main Campus  Chautauqua Center 

100 College Blvd  908 W. Hwy 90 

850-678-5111  850-892-8100 

Niceville, FL 32578  DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435 

Northwest Florida               

Association of Computer 

User Groups 

www.nwfacug.org 

Membership Application:   Chautauqua Cyber Club, Inc. 

Name:__________________________  Spouse:____________ 

Address:__________________________________ ZIP______ 

Telephone:____________ Email:________________________ 

Please check one:   [  ]  New [  ]  Renewal  [  ]  Family 

Membership is based on full 12 months 

Single and Family member-

ship are the same 

$20.00 per year 

$10.00 full time OWC        

students 

Chautauqua Cyber Club, Inc.                
P. O. Box 251, DeFuniak Springs, FL 
32435 



Chautauqua Cyber Club, Inc. 

P. O. Box 251 

DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435 


