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Wannabe Blogger 
“Hints for the Wannabe Blogger” 

By Joan McIlmoyl Cleghorn, 

a member of Big Blue and 

Cousins, Canada                          

www.bbcc.org     

                     

Do I Need Or Want to Have a 

Blog? Now, for many, the first 

question is “what on  

earth is a blog?” and, 

“why would I want 

one?” The origin of the 

actual word 'blog' 

comes from the defini-

tion of what it really 

is – a web log – which 

then became short-

ened to 'blog'.  

People are using blogs for many 

varied purposes. Some use them 

like a personal diary, as though 

the world is truly fascinated by 

the minutiae of their daily lives 

(though in the case of celebs, that 

may be the case). Others, for 

sharing their knowledge of a par-

ticular subject which doesn't nec-

essarily lend itself to publishing 

a book; and still reporting on the 

constantly changing happenings 

in a specific area of interest. In 

many instances now, profes-

sional reporters, whether radio, 

TV or in print, are writing blogs 

as well as their regular reporting 

functions. Others, for reporting 

on the constantly changing hap-

penings in a specific area of in-

terest.   

There are two advan-

tages of using blogs over 

publishing in the more 

traditional ways – first, 

they can be interactive, 

allowing the readers to 

make comments, add to 

the information or con-

tradict the writer; and, 

second, as mentioned, the ability 

to update immediately with new 

or additional information.  

My purpose in starting a blog at 

the end of June was prompted by 

an article in the Family Chroni-

cle which pointed out how, by 

publishing a family history book, 

relations that you'd never known 

or connected with would sud-

denly contact you.  
                   (See Blog - page 4) 
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Donate Your Old 
Computer 

Help Promote Computer         
Literacy and Education in 

Walton County 

Pentium  III, and better  com-
puters, monitors, and printers 

in working condition are         
accepted 

Receipt issued upon request 
for tax credit 

Chautauqua Cyber Club, Inc.—      
501(c)3 

To make a donation call  

    J. B. Hillard    520-4142  or   
419-4980 

CCC Listserv:  email to 

waltonccc@freelists.org 
Free computer help by using the club listserv. Post a problem by email and obtain an an-

swer (most of the time).   

The listserv is a service provided to members of the Chautauqua Cyber Club and invited 

guests. It is used for problems solving, posting club news and special bulletins, and to 

maintain a user friendly communication network. 

Have You Tried Skype?  

 

My granddaughter Katie is currently (December 2009) studying in Rome 

and she called home during our family's annual Christmas Eve dinner. 

My daughter-in-law Alana (Katie's mom) heard the beep on her laptop 

and brought it into the the dining room so Katie could see all of us and 

we could see her.  

Katie told us she had just come from services at the Vatican, where she 

was surprised to see a woman leap over a barricade and deck the Pope 

by pulling on his robe. Of course the story was all over the news that 

night, but we heard it first from Katie.  

The reason I mention this is to acquaint you with what can be done with Skype - at no charge. Alana and Ka-

tie communicate face-to-face daily with their camcorder-equipped laptops - for free. Since nearly all the new 

laptop and netbook computers have built-in webcams, using them with Skype for face-to-face visits is a natu-

ral. You can learn all about Skype at www.skype.com . 

Floirda Association of Computer User Groups Board of Directors holds regular statewide meetings using 

Skype. It is a great resource for free family conference calls. 
      Reprinted with permission of Don Edrington - www.pcdon.com 
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This month we will be 

hearing a presentation on 

Cyber Crime. The Better 

Business Bureau, Secure 

Florida, and other organi-

zations have increased 

their attention on making 

citizens more aware of 

how electronic crime is becoming more and 

more prevalent in our society.   

 

The Walton County Sheriffs Office has estab-

lished a new Digital Evidence Recovery unit 

that will be dealing with cyber crime. Right 

now the closest unit to De Funiak Springs is 

over in Crestview. 

 

Cyber crime means we must be more aware 

of cyber security. This applies to our  home 

computers as well as in the commercial field. 

Cyber security is probably the most fre-

quently discussed topic when computer users 

gather to talk computers. We will have the 

opportunity at the club meeting to hear more 

about all this and become more aware of how 

to protect ourselves. 
 

The new SIG “Tech Talk” is a good place to 

get into some nitty gritty on security mat-

ters. Come share your knowledge as well as 

your problems so we can learn to be better 

computers users.  Also, basic computing as-

sistance is available at Tech Talk. 

 

Hope to see all of you Feb 18 at the meeting. 

            Happy Computing,  J. B.  

            

 

Pot Luck       

J.  B. Hillard  - President 

Monthly Meeting—Program 

Feb 18, 2010 

Tech Talk—9AM Room 201 

Bring your questions to Tech Talk 

 “People helping People” 

Regular Meeting 

10:00 AM Room 214 

• Door Prize - 1 yr. Smart Computing Mag 

• Business of the members 

• Program - Deputy Josh Sconiers, Walton 

County Sheriffs Office  -  Cyber Crime 

• Roundtable—General computer talk & info 

 

 

 

 

In January eleven computers were donated to 

Walton County Habitat for Humanity  

“Restore”, to assist with raising funds to build 

houses.  

Sam Sloan donated a computer to a wheel 

chair bound fellow and the club donated a 

monitor. 

 A good deed by Sam to an area physician 

brought a surprise $75.00 donation to the 

club. Congratulaitons Sam for a good deed 

well done!  

The CCC has donated $410.88 to the Life En-

richment Senior Center to purchase materi-

als to build a new computer lab.   
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This struck a chord with me as I was in the 

midst of planning a family history book and 

wanted to connect with others researching 

this same family.                         

After some thought on this, I decided to in-

vestigate what was involved in creating a 

blog, thinking this might accomplish my pur-

pose. Of course, one can use any of the social 

media sites such as MySpace, Facebook, etc. 

as a type of blog. However, I was looking for 

specific 'blog' sites. Well, typing 'free blog 

sites' into Google gave me far more results 

than I could have dreamed of! Fortunately, 

there were two with which I was somewhat 

familiar so I opted to check them out first. 

I wanted simple and easy to use.....nothing 

fancy, just the ability to type whatever I 

wanted to post and have it work. Obviously I 

was asking a lot for anything connected with 

technology right? Actually, wrong. I was able 

to set up the blog, type out my first posting 

and have it online within an hour! 

You want a site that gives clear, easy to un-

derstand directions and allows you to have 

some choices on the appearance or theme of 

your blog. Also, if you want some interaction 

with your readers, make it easy for them to 

add their comments. The site I chose defi-

nitely qualified under these points; much 

more so than the second site I checked out. I 

also checked out a few that I wasn't as famil-

iar with and found that my first choice was 

still the best for my purpose. The two choices 

I initially checked out were Google's Blogspot 

and Wordpress. They can be found at 

www.blogspot.com and www.wordpress.com; 

however, be sure to check out some of the oth-

ers as well. 

Should you decide to start a blog, there is one 

caveat I'd both read about as well as heard 

about from others – don't start posting, and 

collecting followers of the site, only to lose in-

terest, and just stop posting, or become very 

erratic in your postings. When first starting 

my blog, I hoped to post about three times a 

week, with no less than once a week. In the 

nine weeks since I started, I've made 18 posts 

so have averaged two per week, even though 

I had a couple of weeks when I didn't make 

any posts due to the death of my mother. 

Now, was posting my blog successful in my 

original purpose? So far, yes. I've heard from 

a couple of researchers with whom I'd lost 

contact a number of years ago, plus another 

couple of whom I'd never heard, so I certainly 

accomplished that part of my goal. Another 

bonus is the information I'm gaining from 

those connections that I might not have oth-

erwise found. Should you wish to take a look 

at my blog, here's the address:  

www.mcilmoylfamna.blogspot.com . If you 

decide that having a blog is something you'd 

like to do, I wish you well, and have fun with 

it! For tips on 'how to blog' just type 'blog tu-

torial' into a search engine and you'll find lots 

of choices. 

 

Firefox 3.6 is here! 
 
Yeah, I know; about as exciting as another iTunes up-
date, right? Hear me out, though, because the new ver-
sion of Mozilla's browsing beauty has some pretty neat 
customization and security features this time around. 
 
Apart from being faster (which is the whole point of an 
update, in my opinion), Firefox now offers protection from 
out-of-date plug-ins which can leave your computer vul-
nerable to attack. Don't worry; when an update to the 
problematic plug-in is released Firefox will let you know. 
 
There's also the matter of Personas, which give your 
browser a whole new look! Just by going to getperso-
nas.com you can browse a library and apply any of over 
30,000 designs turning your interface from boring old 
this: 

    

Worldstart Tips 

(Blog - from page 1) 
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Oh, and there's no complicated install procedure – just 
mouse-over on a design and decide whether you like it 
or not. If you do, click “Wear it!”. Should you want to 
uninstall a persona go to Tools>Options, and under the 
General tab, click “Manage Add-ons...” From here, click 
Themes and select “Default” to go back to the way 
things were. You can also uninstall previously 
downloaded personas from this window. 
 
Have fun getting personalized, and head over to 
Mozilla.com for more information on Version 3.6 of Fire-
fox! 
 

Download Firefox 3.6:  www.mozilla.com 

 

Single Click Mouse 

 
This is another one of those instances where I could've 
sworn we already had a tip on this somewhere, but 
again I was left in surprise. A reader e-mailed me re-
cently and asked me how to set their mouse to single 
click in Windows Vista and Windows 7. I went looking 
through our vast archives and found no such thing, so I 
thought today would be a good day to break this one 
out! 

Here's the info: 
 
For Vista: 
 
Click Start>Control Panel and make sure you're in 
Classic View. Then click “Folder Options”. You should 
see a screen similar to the image below. 
 
For Windows 7: 

Simply click Start and type in "Folder Options" in the 

Search Box and press Enter.  

Note: Tips reprinted with permission of Worldstart  -  
www.worldstart.com 

Download YouTube Videos the Easy Way! 
 
This is a real quick and easy one for all our YouTube 
users out there. Say you really like a video - I mean, like 
it enough to want to download it. What do you do? 
 
Bookmark it and come back every time you want to see 
it? 
 
Bor-ring! 

How about this: 
 
While on YouTube, navigate to a video you want to 
download to your computer and up in the address bar of 
your browser, replace the “Y” in YouTube with a 
number 3 and hit enter. 

You'll be taken to the 3ouTube site where you'll have the 
choice of downloading in MP4 or FLV formats! 

 

Look at this pic-

ture for example 

Sam on a good day! 
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Want to check it out?  With all the misinfor-

mation that is in perpetual circulation on the 

Internet it pays to “check it out” before be-

come one of the purveyors of misinformation.   

Here are some good sources. 

www.scambusters.org  

www.snopes.com  

hoaxbusters.ciac.org  

www.cdc.gov  

www.philb.com/hoaxes.htm  

antivirus.about.com/od/emailhoaxes  

urbanlegends.about.com  

When viewing Cyber Chat online just click a 

URL above to access the website 

 

Cloth -- Only use a 100%-cotton cloth that is 

soft and absorbent, either an old T-shirt, 

sock, or Turkish towel. Make sure you’re not 

using a cotton/polyester blend that contains 

stiff filaments which can scratch an LCD’s 

surface. 

Paper towel or facial tissue should never 

be used because they contain wood fibers, 

also hazardous to LCDs, and definitely are 

not how to clean a laptop screen. 

Also remember to never use a dry cloth on 

your LCD monitor. Dust particles moved 

around with even the softest cloth could cre-

ate scratches. 

Liquid - The best way to get a really clean 

laptop screen is to use isopropyl alcohol, con-

taining 91% pure alcohol, with 9% de-ionized 

water, readily available at any drugstore or 

supermarket. It’s perfectly safe for use on 

electronic equipment and LCD screens be-

cause it evaporates quickly and does not 

leave a residue. The lesser strength isopro-

pyl alcohol 70% is used primarily for mas-

sage and muscle pain. 

A 1:1 solution of distilled water and isopro-

pyl alcohol 91% can be used to clean a laptop 

screen that is not heavily dusty or soiled 

with greasy fingerprints. Vinegar and dis-

tilled water in a 1:1 solution can also be used 

for light cleaning. 

Certain household liquids should never be 

used on LCDs. These include ammonia and 

tap or mineral water, which leave perma-

nent white spots and streaks. Household 

window cleaners should be avoided because 

they might contain ammonia, or other harm-

ful chemicals which also can cause irrepara-

ble damage. 

Another caution is to never spray a solution 

directly onto an LCD. Always spray the liq-

uid on a cloth, only enough to moisten it 

slightly, and then apply to the screen in gen-

tle, counter-clockwise motions. 

 

Hoaxes, Scams, and Urban 

Legens 

Digital Photo Group 

“Snappers” 

Meets 1st and 3rd              
Friday - 1PM 

Life Enrichment Senior Center             
312 College Ave.,   De  Funiak Springs, FL. 

How To Clean Laptop Screen 

With Household Products 
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Club Shirt 

Size, S, M, L, XL, 2X 

$15.00                                             

50% cotton 50% polyester 

Stain resistant 

 

 

 

 

A Career in Computing 

 

Main Campus  Chautauqua Center 

100 College Blvd  908 W. Hwy 90 

850-678-5111  850-892-8100 

Niceville, FL 32578  DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435 

Northwest Florida               

Association of Computer 

User Groups 

www.nwfacug.org 

Membership Application:   Chautauqua Cyber Club, Inc. 

Name:__________________________  Spouse:____________ 

Address:__________________________________ ZIP______ 

Telephone:____________ Email:________________________ 

Please check one:   [  ]  New [  ]  Renewal  [  ]  Family 

Membership is based on full 12 months 

Single and Family member-

ship are the same 

$20.00 per year 

$10.00 full time OWC        

students 

Chautauqua Cyber Club, Inc.                

P. O. Box 251, DeFuniak Springs, FL 

32435 



Chautauqua Cyber Club, Inc. 

P. O. Box 251 

DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435 


